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The Right to Offend 

Professor Laura Kipnis of Northwestern University discusses why she finds 
seeking out offense as an important intellectual pursuit. 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/ITBEOWIK_9Q 


"Right to Offend - Laura Kipnis on Free 
Speech" by the Institute for Humane Studies 


Description 
Professor Laura Kipnis of Northwestern University discusses why she finds 
seeking out offense as an important intellectual pursuit. 


Discussion Questions 


Do you agree that identity politics has made it difficult to create intellectual 
distance? Why or why not? 


How can offense be used to confront political elites or societal proprieties? 
Do you find it effective? Why or why not? 


How should we react when confronted with offensive speech? Should it be 
shut down? Ignored? Studied and analyzed? Why or why not? 


Why does Prof. Kipnis seek out offense? What does she learn from it? 
Would you try this yourself, or suggest this to someone else? 


Humor on Campus 

Professor Laura Kipnis of Northwestern University argues that in order to 
create art that is meaningful, we have to risk being offensive. 
https://www. youtube.com/embed/F3ZkbPS04V4 


"Humor on Campus - Laura Kipnis" by the 
Institute for Humane Studies 


Description 
Professor Laura Kipnis of Northwestern University argues that in order to 
create art that is meaningful, we have to risk being offensive. 


Discussion Questions 


Professor Kipnis says that jokes provide great insight into social boundaries 
and proprieties. Where do those boundaries lie today? What would make a 
joke offensive? Why? 


Professor Kipnis argues that artists and writers must risk being offensive in 
order to create work that's meaningful. Do you agree or disagree? 


Protesting on Campus 

Professor Laura Kipnis discusses her personal experience as the subject of a 
campus protest. 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/K3fPm2RtigM 


"Protesting on Campus - Laura Kipnis on 
Free Speech" by the Institute for Humane 
Studies 


Description 
Professor Laura Kipnis discusses her personal experience as the subject of a 
campus protest. 


Discussion Questions 


What are some ways that students can protest ideas, speakers, or faculty 
that they disagree with that allow a more meaningful discussion as opposed 
to simply shutting down speech? 


How does fear of losing their job affect professors’ ability to teach 
controversial topics in the classroom? 


Prof. Kipnis talks about her experience with protests on campus, as a 
tenured professor. Do you think students are having more say on campus, so 
non-tenured professors should be more concerned about their free speech? 
Do you think this is a good thing? 


Hate Speech & Microaggressions 

Professor Laura Kipnis of Northwestern University argues that there is a 
difference between hate speech and microagressions. 

https://www. youtube.com/embed/wJ3FUxvu66I 


"Hate Speech & Microaggressions - 
Feminist Scholar Laura Kipnis" by the 
Institute for Humane Studies 


Description 
Professor Laura Kipnis of Northwestern University argues that there is a 
difference between hate speech and microagressions. 


Discussion Questions 


Do you agree with Professor Kipnis' distinction between hate speech and 
microagressions? Why or why not? Does intention matter? 


Professor Kipnis argues that microaggressions should be a prompt for a 
discussion instead of censorship. Do you agree? Why or why not? 


Campus Feminism 

Professor Laura Kipnis of Northwestern University explains why she is 
concerned by feminism on college campuses. 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/ai8Thy_ TTR8 


"Contemporary Feminism - Laura Kipnis 
on Free Speech" by the Institute for 
Humane Studies 


Description 
Professor Laura Kipnis of Northwestern University explains why she is 
concerned by feminism on college campuses. 


Discussion Questions 


Do you think that contemporary feminism focuses on women's 
vulnerability? Does that serve to promote women's rights? Why or why not? 


Student Censorship 
Professor Laura Kipnis explains why she is concerned by censorship by 
students on college campuses. 


"Student Censorship - Laura Kipnis on Free 
Speech" by the Institute for Humane 
Studies 


Description 
Professor Laura Kipnis explains why she is concerned by censorship by 
students on college campuses. 


Discussion Questions 


Professor Kipnis explains that many works of literature that are now 
considered part of the canon were once considered extremely controversial, 
but gained mainstream acceptance as proprieties changed. How does this 
affect your views on attempts by students to censor professors on college 
campuses? 


Do you think writers should have certain censorships to which they must 
comply? 


